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Lansing, MI 48933						             	
				
  
EDUCATION:	California State University, Fullerton, BA, English, January 1990
	SEO Certification, HubSpot Academy, November 2023
	Social Media Certification, HubSpot Academy, August 2024
	Experience with AI

Carmel Communications									10/24 - Present
Publicist (contract)
Wrote and edited news releases, media tip sheets, and backgrounders. Publicized books from a large niche publicist which resulted in heavy media interest and airplay of interviews with the authors. 

Office of the Attorney General of West Virginia, Charleston, WV				04/19 – 01/24 
Deputy Press Secretary (full time)
Wrote and edited news releases, articles, speeches, talking points, and op-eds, many of which got the highest rate of media response possible. Wrote scripts and used PowerDirector to produce weekly consumer minute videos that aired on several stations because of my outreach and persuasion. Built a huge national media database that was used to garner coverage by globally recognized news organizations. Posted on and increased the number of our social media channels. Ran the office in the press secretary’s absence. Used Mailchimp and Associated Press Style (aka, AP Style). 

Syndicate Strategies, Swarthmore, PA							09/15 – 1/16
Director of Publicity (full time)
Wrote news releases, marketing copy, scripts, testimonials, presentations, and copy for SEO and SEM, Google Ads, Facebook Ads, Twitter, websites, and other social media platforms. I interacted with and pitched the media on stories to leverage our client’s marketing efforts and promote their brands. Created publicity briefs and media plans and implemented them. Participated in semi-weekly brainstorming sessions, including several centering on a very complicated app for a client. Edited presentations for president and vice president for Business Development. Helped prepare and present presentations to clients and helped develop their marketing plans and strategies.

Diocese of Santa Rosa in California, Santa Rosa, CA					02/14 – 08/15 
Director of Communications, Managing Editor (full time)
Produced, wrote for, edited, and published the monthly newspaper. Wrote news releases. Dealt with news media and other audiences, both internal and external. Advised leadership on media strategy and crisis communications. Managed website and social media platforms and expanded these platforms, which led to greater interaction with followers. Helped other departments with their communications efforts. Directed the change in format for the organization’s monthly publication from a magazine with little local or universal coverage to a newspaper with comprehensive coverage, which produced a uniformly positive reception. Managed a team of designers and freelancers to produce an outstanding publication every month. Crafted and managed the department’s budget.

Catholic Word Publisher Group, Necedah, WI						10/06 – 12/11 
Acquisitions and Development Editor/Associate Publisher/Press Secretary/Sales Representative (full time)
Edited and published books for several client publishers. Handled media affairs, marketing, and social media for my company and several clients. Sold B2B and B2C. Sold nearly 80,000 units, of which 16.1% were upsold. Had roughly 10,000 sales; upsells factored in 46.7% of these. Took in around $3.8 million; and 23.3% of those dollars came from my upselling. All of this led to successive promotions from retail sales rep to brand manager of several product lines and almost monthly bonuses.

Office of Assemblyman Chuck DeVore, Sacramento, CA					12/04 – 03/06
Capitol Director (full time)
Ran the Capitol office of a freshman assemblyman, helping to implement his legislative agenda, carrying legislation for him, managing the office budget, managing a staff of two, and various media duties. 

Office of Assemblyman Tim Leslie, Sacramento, CA					06/01 – 12/04
Press Secretary (full time)
In addition to my press duties for the assemblyman, I managed the budget process for him, handled several legislative issues for him, responded to constituent correspondence, produced his television program and weekly radio editorials, and served as director of public relations for his annual Community Renewal Summit.

Mirant Americas, West Region, Sacramento, CA  						04/01 – 06/01
Public Relations Manager (full time)
Acted as spokesman for large international power generator’s West Region during California’s electricity crisis.

California Legislature, Sacramento, CA							05/99 – 03/01
Senior Consultant (full time)
Wrote and edited press releases, op-eds, talking points, floor statements, speeches, letters-to-the-editor, and blast faxes for both the Assembly’s Republican Caucus and Senate’s Office of Public Affairs. Gave writing workshops to members’ offices. Coordinated outreach efforts to a variety of constituencies and maintained contacts with media and individuals within those constituencies. Worked closely with members’ offices to craft media message. Earned coverage in outlets that had not previously covered the legislative GOP.

Victory 2000, Sacramento, CA								10/00 – 11/00		 
Press Secretary/Surrogate Coordinator (full time)			
Acted as spokesman for statewide GOP election efforts in California. Wrote all advisories and releases. Coordinated surrogate events throughout the state. Worked closely with the Bush-Cheney 2000 California team. 

Web Site Writer (full time)								07/00 – 10/00
Wrote all materials for the Victory 2000 web site, including sample press releases, advisories, talking points, and letters to the editor.

Trinity Grammar and Prep, Napa, CA							01/99 – 05/99
Substitute Teacher (part time)

Jordan for State Senate, Santa Rosa, CA							09/98 – 11/98
Campaign Spokesman (full time)
Principal spokesman for the highest profile state Senate race of the 1998 cycle. Wrote news releases and coordinated media relations.

Franciscan University of Steubenville, Steubenville, OH					11/97 – 09/98
Media Relations Coordinator/Co-producer, “Franciscan University Presents” TV program (full time)
Copy edited Franciscan Way magazine. Wrote and edited news releases, columns, features, news briefs, television scripts, and advisories. Acted as university spokesman. Booked and coordinated travel with talent for our EWTN program, seen by 40 million people worldwide per week. Acted as on-site producer for film crews visiting campus. Pitched articles and earned coverage in outlets that had not previously covered the university. Managed a staff of five. Crafted and managed the department’s budget.

Catholics United for the Faith, Inc., Steubenville, OH					10/96 - 11/97
Director, Catalogue Services (full time)
Directed an operation that grew by 44% under my direction. Managed a staff of four, and handled ordering and interaction with vendors. Brought accounts receivable down from over $14,000 to under $700. Brought in new products that increased the organization’s profit margin. Developed a 16-page catalogue. Sold 100+ memberships for revenues nearing $4,000.
  
Oltman for State Senate, Pasadena, CA							12/95 - 4/96
Campaign Manager (full time)
Managed a $250,000 state Senate race. Coordinated volunteer activities, directed precinct operations, wrote press releases, and dealt with local media. Won endorsement from an influential grassroots group. Managed staff of two.
  
Tom Campbell for Congress, San Jose, CA							11/95 - 12/95
Press Assistant (part time)
 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation, Evanston, IL						10/94 - 5/95
Manager of Programs, Publications and Marketing (full time)
Managed student loan program and assisted in coordinating its summer leadership training program. Acted as assistant editor for the organization’s magazine and member education manual. Marketed its convention and leadership training program, resulting in the largest attendance at both events in years.

Jan Stoney for U.S. Senate, Omaha, NE							6/94 - 8/94
Acting Deputy Press Secretary (full time)

Office of Rep. Tim Hutchinson (AR), Washington, DC					12/93 - 6/94
Press Secretary (full time)
       
O.C. Metro Magazine, Newport Beach, CA							1/93 - 12/93
Writer/Copy Editor (part time)
 
Herschensohn for US Senate 1992, Newport Beach, CA					1/92 - 11/92
Assistant Press Secretary (full time)
  
The Gillette Company, Brea, CA								5/91 - 6/92
Retail Sales Representative (full time)
  
The Geneva Companies, Irvine, CA							5/90 - 12/90
Research Analyst (full time)

OF FURTHER INTEREST: Published over 250 times in local and national periodicals such as the Los Angeles Times, and the Sacramento Bee. Co-wrote third-to-last speech delivered by former President Ronald Reagan, September 14, 1993. Husband. Father of six children



